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BIOLOGY / ADVANCED w/Lab COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

 

The following information is offered to help you to understand my course requirements. Read 

each section carefully so that you are familiar with these requirements. Also, review these 

requirements with your parents so that they too are aware of how things operate in this class.  

 

1. TEXTBOOKS: 

It is your responsibility to bring the textbook to class daily and to maintain it during the 

school year. This includes covering the textbook. Any damage done to the textbook that is above 

and beyond normal wear-and-tear will result in you paying for it at the end of the school year. 

The textbook is also available online. You will be assigned a user name and password to access 

the site - http://go.hrw.com  This will take you to: http://www.thinkcentral.com/index.htm 

Click on ―Other HMH Programs.‖ Click on ―Holt Online Learning.‖ Log in using the following: 

 

My user name is:     woodyhigh     My password is:      s3x4 

Click on ―Go to the online textbook.‖ 

 

2. DAILY OBJECTIVES & NOTEBOOK:  

Each day you are in class, you are expected to actively participate. These points will be 

reflected as your notebook grade. A daily objective will be on the board when you enter the 

room. Students are to copy the objective and the homework assignment into their warm-up 

booklet. This will help you to know what we will do in class that day and important upcoming 

events, such as tests and due dates. This will be part of your notebook grade along with the 3 

things you learned and can be graded at any time during the nine weeks. 

A notebook binder or folder is required for all biology students. The notebook should be 

designated for biology only.  An organized notebook is key to your success in biology. Notes 

from classes and ungraded handouts should be in proper sequence.  Only ungraded handouts 

will be collected. Do not hand graded work back in! Notebooks are usually graded once a nine 

weeks for accuracy, organization, content, and neatness.  Warm ups may be graded randomly – 

so keep them up to date!  

 

3. ASSIGNMENTS: 

All assigned homework will be collected and graded.  All homework must be done in 

blue or black ink, pencil or typed on white paper. Points will be deducted for other colors of ink 

– especially red! All assignments must have your name and your period on the top right hand 

corner. This work may be answering assigned questions, lab preps and reports, outside readings, 

etc. Major reports must be typed.  Handouts may be done in pencil.  Although not graded 

directly, reading assignments and studying are considered homework.  It is an unwritten rule 

that you should study your notes each night. Do not procrastinate until the night before a test! 

This way should you have any questions on the previous day’s notes, you may ask the next day 

while it’s fresh in your mind. 
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Assignments are due on the date assigned and during regular class time. Late 

assignments will not be accepted.  Homework is due at the beginning of the period, not in the 

middle or at the end of the period. 

 If you are not in class but you are in school, any assignment due that day should be 

turned in on time or it will not be accepted. (This means field trips, band practices, sporting 

events, GATE function, etc.) 

Failure to make up work you have missed due to illness or absence from class due to 

activities (band, GATE, sports, etc.) is a common cause of low grades.  Labs, quizzes, and tests 

should be made up within 5 school days.  All other assignment make ups will depend on the 

number of days absent. Exceptions to this time limit would occur if your absence had been 

lengthy. Requirements not made up will be recorded as a zero. Make up work is your 

responsibility!!! 

In-school and out-of-school suspensions: Work is sent to ISS or guidance (in the case 

of OSS) and you are responsible for having the work completed upon your return. This 

means you must have someone pick up your work if you are assigned OSS. 

 

4. LAB REPORTS: 

Lab experiments are a vital link to the physical world of biology and what the textbook 

helps us to discover.  Throughout the experiment, a lab report is used to record any important 

information discovered throughout the experiment.  Lab reports should be completed the day of 

the experiment and turned in the following day unless otherwise noted by the teacher. *See  

“How to Write a Lab Report‖ rubric included in this packet. 

 

5. QUIZZES: 

These are usually announced and are based on previous classes, labs, and homework, 

including reading assignments. Point value will vary. 

 

6. TESTS: 

Tests are usually broken up into sections which may include multiple choice, matching, 

completion, true or false, definitions, and essay or application questions.  Often they may involve 

two chapters and are usually given during double periods.  Point value will vary, usually taken 

out of a 100%.  You must study for tests.  Don’t rely on your other work to determine your grade 

in biology. 

 

7. EXTRA CREDIT: 

Each student may print a copy of their mid-nine weeks Edline progress report for 

biology (when told to do so by your teacher) and get it signed by the parent/guardian for 10 extra 

credit points.  

 

8. GRADING SYSTEM: 

Grades are based on the school grading scale of 90%=A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D, 

and below 60% is failing.  Your grade is based on all the points you have earned from graded 

work.  These will be added together at the end of the nine weeks. Your actual earned point total 

will be divided by the total possible points and converted into a percentage. 

 FOR EXAMPLE: 

  950 (YOUR EARNED POINT TOTAL)    =  0.95 x 100 = 95% 

                       1000 (NINE WEEKS TOTAL) 

 

*Please note that the midterm and final are each worth 5% of your total class grade! 

 



9. OUTSIDE READING: 

 For further enrichment you can find links to up-to-date information and activities directly 

related to the content in your textbook under the online textbook link. Click on the Web Links 

tab to find the NSTA SciLinks for up-to-date information and activities directly related to the 

content in your textbook. Suggested book titles are also available upon request. This is not 

graded, but discussions are always welcome! 

 

10. RESEARCH PAPER: 
Each student is required to research and write a report, including a visual aid. This will be 

on a topic related to a genetic disease or disorder. He or she will research the topic following the 

rubric given to the student.  

 

11. TIMES TO SEE ME: 

a) Before school starts. 

b) After school 2:05-3:00 by appointment.   

c) During prep periods if you have a corresponding free period. 

 

12. CLASS EXECTATIONS/RULES: 

Rule # 1 – Use common sense!  Don’t blame others. If there is a  problem, see me. 

 Prompt 

 I am in the classroom when the bell rings. 

 I turn in my work on time. 

 Prepared 

 I bring my materials to class. 

 I do my homework assignments. 

 I dress appropriately. 

 Polite 

 I raise my hand before I speak. 

 I listen and speak respectfully to staff members and classmates. 

 I allow others to express their opinions and beliefs. 

 I respect others’ personal space. 

 Productive 

 I participate actively in class. 

 I work with my team members in group assignments. 

 I complete my class assignments. 

 Proud 

 I take pride in myself, my work and my school. 

In addition: Students will not be excused from class unless it is an extreme emergency as per the  

student handbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Write A Lab Report 

 

You must observe the following rules when writing up a lab report. 

 

Rules: 

1. You must have a title for your lab report. 

2. You must use blue or black ink. 

3. You must write the lab using Roman numerals for each section, titled as given below. 

4. You must watch your sentence structure, spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

5. You must be neat and organized. 

 

Lab Sections: 
 

Title Page 

 

I.  Problem:  Write the problem statement given.  This should be in question form. 

 

II. Background:  Discuss the information you have received in your class notes, your lab, from     

     the textbook and/or from outside research about the topic in the problem. This should be in  

     paragraph form. 

 

III. Hypothesis:  Make an “if-then” statement as to what you think the answer to the  

      problem might be based on your background research. 

 

IV. Materials: Include a list of materials needed to conduct the experiment. 

 

V. Procedure:  Summarize the steps used in carrying out the experiment. Be precise, especially  

     about measurements and any safety concerns. The procedure must be written as numbered  

     steps. Each numbered step should begin on a new line. 

 

The title page and these five sections above make up the lab prep or pre-lab. This must be 

completed prior to the day that the lab is to be done in class. If you have not completed the pre-

lab, you will not be permitted to start the lab. 

 

VI.  Data:  Organize your observations and recorded data in some way (charts, graphs,  

       tables, labeled drawings, descriptive paragraphs, etc.).   

 

VII. Analysis:  Explain your results.  In many labs this is set up as a group of questions  

        that you must answer. Use complete sentences and proper sentence structure and grammar. 

 

VIII. Conclusions:  Using your data, answer your problem. Explain how your data does or   

         does not support your hypothesis.  

 

The sections VI through VIII are to be completed for homework and submitted the next day in 

class unless otherwise instructed. 

 

 

 

 



Biology w/Lab 
Tentative Course Outline 

 

 

 
 

 
Introduction / Safety Review 
 

Unit: 1 – Ecology 

Unit: 2 – Evolution 

Unit: 3 – Patterns of Inheritance 

Unit: 4 – DNA, RNA and Protein Synthesis 

Unit: 5 – Biotechnologies 

Unit: 6 – Basic Biological Principles 

Midterm Examination 

 

Unit: 7 – Cell Growth and Reproduction 

Unit: 8 – Homeostasis and Transport 

Unit: 9 – Bioenergetics 

Unit: 10 – The Chemical Basis of Life 

Final Examination 

 

 

 

 

 



BIOLOGY READING STRATEGIES 

PRE-READING Strategy  

l. Read all headings in the assigned section.  

2. View and read all illustrations in the assigned section. 

3. Predict what you may learn in this section. What would you like to learn in this  

    section?  

4. Formulate #3 into at least 3 Prediction Questions.  

READING Strategy 

1. Begin reading under the first heading in the assigned section. 

2. When you come to a bold word stop and define it, from the context of the paragraph,  

     before you continue to read.  

3. Continue reading and defining the bold words under the first heading. When you finish    

     the last paragraph of the heading do not go on to the next heading. 

4. Summarize the main concept of that heading in your own words. Relate the new  

    concepts to something you already knew. Include in your summary anything that you  

    learned that you did not know before.  

POST-READING Strategy 

1. When you have finished reading all of the headings in the assigned section(s) and have  

     written your corresponding summaries, go back and answer your prediction    

     questions. 

2. Evaluate your comprehension of the main concepts in the section by mentally  

    answering the section guide for reading (objectives), listed at the beginning of the  

    assigned section. 

3. If you are not capable of discussing these objectives then you need to reread the  

    section. 

4. Quiz yourself by writing out the answers to section review questions. 

Question-Answer Relationships (QARs) 
Good readers pose questions before, during, and after reading. Being aware of HOW to gain information 

is just as important as the material that is actually gained. Remember—being a good reader involves 

thinking about how as well as what you read. 

What kinds of questions do readers ask themselves when reading? 

                      In the book                                                              In my head 

                         
It’s right there! The answer to this question can be 
found in one place 
In the text. Words from the question and words 
that answer the question are often “right there” in 
the same sentence. 

                             
The answer is not in the text.  This type of 
question invites you to 
make a personal connection to 
something you have experienced or are 
experiencing to answer the question. 

                                     
The answer is in the text.  Readers need to “think 
& search,” or piece together different parts of the 
text, to find the answer.  The answer can be within 
a paragraph, across paragraphs, or even across 
chapters and books. 

                               
The answer is in one place in the text.   To 
answer the question, readers need to think about 
how the text and what they already know fit 
together. 

Right 
There 

On My 
Own 

Think & 
Search 

Writer 
& Me 

 



Dear Student and Parent / Guardian, 

 

To demonstrate that you have read through and understand the responsibilities of this biology 

classroom, sign below. Keep all pages stapled together. Take this entire packet home and ask 

your parents/guardian to read and sign below. This is your first graded assignment. Return this 

signed page by the end of the first week of school and put the syllabus in your notebook.  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Mrs. Matcuk/Miss Grischow 

 

 

_______________________________          ___________________________________ 

(Student Signature)    (Parent/Guardian Signature) 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Date                                                                 Date 

 

Student Name __________________________________________________________________  

Grade / Class / Period ____/___________/___ 

Parent 1 / Guardian _____________________________________________________________  

Relationship to Student __________________________________________________________   

Home ________________________________________________________________________  

Work ________________________________________________________________________  

Cell __________________________________________________________________________  

Parent 1 / Guardian E-mail _______________________________________________________  

Alternative #’s _________________________________________________________________  

 

Parent 2 / Guardian _____________________________________________________________  

Relationship to Student __________________________________________________________   

Home ________________________________________________________________________  

Work ________________________________________________________________________  

Cell __________________________________________________________________________  

Parent 2 / Guardian E-mail _______________________________________________________  

Alternative #’s _________________________________________________________________  

 

(Please read other side.) 

 



I am looking forward to a productive and stimulating year with your child and would appreciate 

your support. Any comments or concerns please list below or contact me via phone or email at 

any time throughout the year. Email is the best way to contact me.  I will do my best to keep you 

informed of the progress of your student; however, I need you to continue making sure your 

student is working up to their ability by checking their notebook (objective/homework) daily and 

signing their grade card! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Name Date and Time Phone Number or 

E-Mail 

Reason for Contact 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


